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Abstract Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committees in Thai Hospitals under Health Care Reform
Araya Sripairoj*, Viroj Tangcharoensathien*, Pranee Liamputhong**
*International Health Policy Program Thailand, **School of Public Health, Faculty of Health Sci-
ences, La Trobe University, Bundoora, Australia
Journal of Health Science 2005; 14:119-28.

Effective drug management in hospitals under the Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry
of Public Health has been managed by a committee referred to as the “Pharmacy and Therapeutics
Committee, (PTC)” in each premise since 1987. The objective of this study is to examine the
context and problems of PTC performance during the period of health care reform and to elicit
participants’ opinions about the development of PTC performance indicators. Document analysis
and in-depth interviews were used in a field survey from mid-December 2002 to mid-January 2003.
Samples included 17 hospitals in 4 regions of Thailand. PTC at all levels of hospital had the same
activity; that was the selection of drugs into or out of hospital drug lists. There were few PTC
meetings in the hospital because the PTC chairpersons in regional or provincial hospitals wanted to
delay the selection of new drugs or expensive drugs into hospital drug lists. The number of PTC
meetings in district hospitals was few because problems relating to drug selection were discussed at

the monthly Administration Committee meeting. The problem of improving a PTC performance in

district hospitals was due mainly to the fact that doctors usually worked in the hospitals for only a
few years and then either were transferred to other hospitals or to be professionally trained in a
specialized field good PTC performance indicators should be set up to reflect goals, objectives, and
functions of the PTC at each hospital level and should include, for example, the number of PTC
meetings and the number of drug items in hospital drug lists based on the criteria of the Ministry of
Public Health.

Key words: Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee, hospital

128 Journal of Health Science 2005 Vol. 14 No. 1



