BWUSHUIUU

anurumvus:sINsiazdvAuvovunnanidancioonos
aund “lv-ou-1vU”: JoauwuvInmsdisooauniie
nazadaams w.A. 2558

dswus oasannslsou* J2aaws wissunua’
dwa audaunuun™ avhnsnl audwwnuun’
3lsou aviosSmyiaias’ 2100 SSSUSBOS*

mayown fAslnua*
W3uliavauunau: I59ug 95anslsan

unAanga

WhiseasAndnvesnisiivanuseiuguaindiunti Aenisvitlilszmvuddnslunislduinisaunmlag
Lifiguassadiunisdu Wunsadunnudussnlunsdfasmsguamidniudmivaunnau wazan
mMszsedtesugunmaesnsiseu tnedndesniadouldlivszauingfiniinisdu viedesnatadunsasou
gINAnANNITIIEAITNYINeIUE UssinAlneussandndsefuguaindunidaus e, 2545 agidlsfiny
fafiuszrvuunaduidsliivssduguain Saguszaed vosnsAnuassileifioszanunssiulsssns
nauiifiasugguzresaiideusnauiian dnsdnwisiian ldfowh uaghifatafinissnwmeiva 3
Hunquidssiensasguind “14 su §u” dann-deniiedla Aoles egiiluy uazdinnnudsamanistuain
audutheifiede 38msAnen Tideyanisdisveuiouazaiainis wa. 2558 dedniunislagdinay
afAuiannd Aasziteyalagliadfonssaun faudsildlunisdessit liud Snvagnelszning uay
nslfuimsinvimeaieldutiensdldUisusnuazdiaely maudennislduinaileduiiouazadly
Frelunssnvimeruiadianeies wan1sinen YszansineussmaiiiaswggiusaiFousinauiign ms
Anwilafusedulszanfne waglildvioudistnuidu 24 fueu lutsssnamdd Jhiflatainissng
weuna 31w 59,779 Ay iuamdgannisiesas 86 o1y 38 U ordveglunmmuiaiesas 72 Tag
fgfidnulungammamuasuaznianansiosay 82 aumaniiiiedutae dawlvg) Govar 62) BenTomeiu
adelinsuwndiutiu/uluim wasdlethoudesusulsmeuia vanua (Govay 100) denlsameiua
53 nedesdneduemnau wasdandlsegiuviniu 9,999 uim agu wleuiedesuuas@egnmeninusiuioain
FaAOMUNEIIE NTENTIE TAglanz08198aNTENTHEE1TUAY NTENTUUTINY uazdrinaumdnyseiu
gy Aazdasusamuazuilvdymarldseduguaimuesssnnsngudeduisasguimi “l4 au
Wu” Tilevasaununluldlueuian

AIEIARY: AIINEINTY, NISANY), ATUTUYIE UaxnI5lduTNITgUa TN

*dndnaruvanyseiuguaInuied
feninauialeuIeguaINTENINUTHNA NTENTNEI1T045Y
*panavmans uninenagyeuiny

195




\)

21SANSIVEUS:UUAISISIUTY U 11

e

RUUT 2 inyIgu-UguIgu 2560

)
)

%

Abstract

ﬂnz “W au \Wu” wiensasgunidiignes
Wanlosiunsluuaznauls wazisasiiavisy

Socio-demographic Characteristics of Persons at Risk of Falling into a Vicious Cycle of “Low
education, Poverty and Illness”: Findings from a National Health and Welfare Survey, 2015
Jiraphan Jaratpatthararoj*, Walaiporn Patcharanarumol’, Supon Limwattananon™*

Chulaporn Limwattananon®, Viroj Tangcharoensathien’, Jadej Thammatach-aree*

Kanjana Sirigomon*

*National Health Security Office, "International Health Policy Program, *Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, Khon Kaen University

Corresponding author: Jiraphan Jaratpattararoj, jiraphan.j@nhso.go.th

The ultimate aim of Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is 1) to ensure that all Thai citizens have
access to essential health services when needed without financial barriers, 2) to improve equity in
utilization of health services and 3) to protect households from financial catastrophe and impoverish-
ment due to medical bills. Thailand has achieved UHC since 2001. However, some are still uninsured
and may face difficulties when they need health services. Objective: This study aims to estimate the
number of Thai population who were at risk of potentially falling into a vicious cycle of “low educa-
tion, poverty and illness”, and identify who they are, where they live and whether they suffer from
medical bill? Method: Data from the Health and Welfare Survey 2015 conducted by the National
Statistical Office were utilized. The studied variables included socioeconomic, healthcare utilization
of both inpatient and outpatient services, and the out of pocket payments. Result: There were about
2.4 million Thai populations identified as having lowest economic household status, educated up
to primary school and had no jobs or being economically inactive. Among these vulnerable people,
59,779 had no health insurance. For this subset of population, 86 percent were female, their aver-
age age was 38 years and most of them lived in municipal or urban area, Bangkok or in the central
region. When they were ill, the majority (62 percent) chose self-medication or sought traditional care
or herbal medicines. For hospitalized illness, all (100 percent) admitted to public hospitals, and paid
for medical bills by themselves (i.e., out of pocket) with a higher amount than those insured (Median:
9,999 Baht vs 700 Baht, respectively). Summary: Proactive and passive policies with collaboration
among ministries, especially the Ministry of Public Health, the Ministry of Labour and the National
Health Security Office would mitigate vulnerability of these risk groups and gradually reduce, then
eliminate the vicious cycle.

Keywords: poverty, education, illness and health utilization
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